English 401, Section 2
First-Year Writing Syllabus

Fall 2011
	Instructor: K.Young                                                Office: Hamilton Smith 307
Time: MWF 8:10-9:00                                            Email: kms253@unh.edu                                       

Room: HS 125                                                          Phone: 603-862-1313 (English office)
URL: http://blackboard.unh.edu                          Office hours: Monday & Thursday 1:00-2:00
                                                                                                            And by appointment
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Theme:

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." ~George Santayana 



Course Description

This class will focus on the process of writing different types of essays through a series of in and out of class exercises, workshops, and conferences.
Required texts

The following texts are required and will be available at Durham Book Exchange (36 Main Street; 868-1297) and the UNH Bookstore (MUB; 862-2140)

[image: image1.png]



Aaron, Jane. 40 Model Essays. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005.
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Hacker, Diana. Pocket Style Manual with 2009 MLA Update. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/ St.Martin’s, 2010.
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University of New Hampshire Composition Program. Transitions. Boston: Bedford/ St.Martn’s. 2011.

Course Requirements

You will be expected to:

1. Show up for class; simple enough right?
2. Be prepared when you arrive for class. Meaning: do the readings; do the homework; bring your books. Etc.

3. When you do your assignments, try to do them well.

4. That’s pretty much it.
Individual Conferences/Office Hours

We will meet in office hours on a regular basis, but you may stop by my office during open office hours as well.  During our regular visits (three meetings), I will meet with you.  These scheduled meetings are mandatory.  If you cannot attend a scheduled meeting, please email me at least two hours before our planned time.  Keep in mind that if you miss your conference, it is your responsibility to reschedule it.
Final Grade
Your final grades will be comprised of the following:

Personal Essay—20%

Analysis Essay—20%

Persuasive Essay—25%

Homework—20%
Group Presentation—5%
Participation—10%*
*The participation grade is intended not only to foster class discussions, but also to demonstrate that you have done the required readings for the class period.  If the class should fail to prove that they have put in the effort through oral participation, I will begin administering graded quizzes.

Late Policy.  Late essays or annotated bibliographies will be docked one letter grade for every day that they are late.  Homework assignments will be given half-credit if they are one class period late; they will not be accepted if they are two class periods late.  In-class assignments cannot be made up.  Assignments can be emailed if you know that you will miss class; however, a hard copy must be provided at the next class meeting.  Printer problems are not a valid excuse for lateness.  For information on the campus computer labs, visit the following site: http://clusters.unh.edu/.
Grading Policy

Major assignments will receive a letter grade:

A=Excellent. Your essay has a clear purpose and is well organized; it is original and focused, with fully developed ideas and/or very effective use of research.  The paper demonstrates your full understanding of the assignment prompt and meets or exceeds all requirements.  The style is effective.  The strengths of the paper outweigh any weaknesses

B=Very good. Your essay has a relatively clear purpose and is organized logically.  It is somewhat original and relatively focused.  Your ideas are developed for the most part, and/or your use of research is effective.  The paper demonstrates your understanding of the assignment and meets all requirements.  The style is effective for the most part.  The strengths of the paper outweigh the weaknesses.

C=Average.  Your essay has a discernable purpose, and its organization generally makes sense.  The style is somewhat effective.  While the paper is not as original or focused as it could be, it demonstrates your understanding of several key points of the assignment and meets most, if not all, of the essay requirements.

D=Marginal. A clear purpose may be present in your paper, but the writing is not well organized, original, or focused.  The style of the paper is ineffective.  The essay demonstrates an understanding on only some of the key points of the assignment and meets very few of the requirements.  Overall, the essay’s weaknesses exceed its strengths.

F=Failure. Your essay contains many errors.  It is difficult to read and vague.  Your essay lacks a purpose and does not meet the paper requirements.

Attendance policy.  All sections of English 401 follow the same attendance policy.  Each student is allowed to miss up to three meetings (classes or conferences) for whatever reason: no distinction will be made between excused or unexcused absences.  Don’t waste these absences; save them for times you really need them.  Each additional absence beyond the three deductibles will lower your final grade by two grades.  (For example, if you earned a B but missed four classes, you’d get a C+.; if you missed five classes, you’d get a C-; if you misses six classes you’d get a D).  Missing a scheduled conference or more than 50% of a class also counts as an absence.  Exceptions to this policy will not be made unless extenuating circumstances can be documented.

It is your responsibility to get assignments, notes, and course changes from a classmate if you do miss class.  It is your responsibility to keep track of and complete all missing work.  In-class work cannot be made up.  If you miss a class on the day a written assignment is due, make other arrangements to send it in with a classmate.

It is my responsibility to inform you when I will be late or unable to attend a class.  In normal circumstances, I will notify you by email and/or Blackboard.  If I haven’t notified you in advance and I am not in class, please send someone to check with the English Office in HS 103.  I may have left a last-minute message there.

Confidentiality.  In a personal essay, students often write about sensitive experiences.  As these experiences often lead to strong writing, I encourage you to do so if you wish.  Responses from myself and your classmates will deal with your writing, not you life, and I ask all students to respect others’ confidentiality.  However, if you mention subjects in your writing that may be harmful to yourself or another person or you mention crimes committed by yourself or others on campus, your revelations may have to be reported to university authorities.

Cell Phone Policy. Cell phone use in class will not be tolerated.  This includes, talking, texting, viewing texts or missed calls, and browsing the Internet.  In other words: keep them stored away during class.  Any infraction will result in the forfeit of all participation points earned during that class period.

Academic Honest Policy.  In order to make the most out of this course, you are expected to present your own original work. Any attempt at plagiarism or misrepresentation will result in a failing grade for the project and, in some cases, for the entire course.  The University of New Hampshire Student Rights, Rules and Responsibility defines misrepresentation and plagiarism as follows:

Plagiarism.  The unattributed use of ideas, evidence, or words of another person, or the conveying of the false impression that the arguments and writing in a paper are the student’s own.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. the acquisition by purchase or otherwise of a part or the whole piece of work which is represented as a student’s own;

2. the representation of the ideas, data, or writing of another person as the student’s own work, even though some wording, methods of citation, or arrangement of evidence, ideas, or arguments have been altered;

3. concealment of the true sources of information, ideas, or argument in any piece of work. (90.3)

Misrepresentation. Submitting work originally submitted for one course to satisfy the requirements of another course, without prior consent of the current instructor (it is assumed that the current instructor expects the work to be original). (09.4)

To avoid plagiarism, be sure to acknowledge the source, using conventions of an appropriate academic documentation style (such as MLA or APA) as specified by your instructor.  For more information, see Pocket Style Manual and Transitions.  Note that we will be using MLA style for this course.

Writing Center.  The writing center is available for students who need help with their writing, or wish to share ideas, work through concepts, and fine-tune their writing.  Please visit the center by appointment of by dropping in at HS 7.

www.unh.edu/writing; 862-3272

Disability Services for Students. If you are a student with a documented disability who will require accommodations in this course, please register with Disability Services for Students (118 MUB, 2-2607) for assistance in developing a plan to address you academic needs.  I will be unable to make any accommodations without a letter from disability services. 

