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	Lesson 4


Materials:

· Laptop with Powerpoint (check to make sure that the link to the video is still functional)
Objectives:

· Analyze and create “Modest Proposals”
· Hone skills for creating seamless arguments
Lesson:

· A Modest Proposal (15 minutes)
· In groups, discuss the following questions:

· What evidence does Swift give that his solution is a good one?

· Point out the economic focus of his arguments; these arguments are aimed at getting the opposition onto his side.

· What serious solutions does he offer?

· The earlier suggestions are sarcastic

· The solutions at the end that he appears to brush off are the suggestions that he really wants to make.

· Question: Why does he format it this way?  What does it suggest to the audience when he claims that these solutions are impossible? (the refusal of the general population to address these problems)

· Discuss these questions as a whole class.

· The Daily Show (5-10 minutes)

· Show video.

· Discuss how Hogman answers all of Jon Stewart’s questions, making his argument seamless.  Instruct students that this type of dialogue is inherent in a persuasive essay.
· Modest Proposal group work (15 minutes)

· In groups of 3-4, create your own Modest Proposal that solves the following problem: bad food in the cafeteria.
· Be sure to think about all aspects: 
· people that might be negatively affected by your solution, 
· the price, 
· the time it will take to execute,
·  reasons why it’s a good idea.

· The students then present their solutions, and the rest of the class can ask them questions to help create a more seamless argument.
