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Materials:

· None
Objectives:

· Analyze and respond to audience.
Lesson:

· In class writing (15 minutes)
· Respond to Letter from Birmingham Jail. What does King do well? What don’t you like?
· Have several students volunteer to share their responses.
· King exercise (15-20 minutes)

· Divide into 8 groups.

· Discuss the 8 factors of King’s argument—emotional appeals, credibility, logical appeals, respectful attitude, opposition’s points, benefit audience, examples, vivid language.

· Give each group one of these topics to analyze.

· Have the groups analyze the successes and failures in each of these areas.

· Success or failure?

· Examples?

· What could’ve been better?

· Why was approach effective/ineffective?

· The groups will share what they determined.

· Thinking about your audience (10 minutes)

· One of the best things that you can do in a persuasive piece is anticipate what people will say in order to disagree with you, and refute it.

· Have students suggest a possible topic (not one that they are working on).

· Have students them suggest possible arguments that you could make in a persuasive piece on the subject.

· Discuss how the opposition would likely respond to such an argument.

· Discuss ways to refute their objections.

· Example:

· Topic: The media shouldn’t use models who are underweight.
· Argument: The clothing that designers provide to magazines for photo shoots are always in small sizes.
· Rebuttal: If all magazines started refusing to use underweight models, designers would have to provide larger sizes.
· Group work (10 minutes)

· Have the students get together in groups and work on doing this for their own topics.

· They should list out some of their arguments, think about what other people might say about the argument, and find a way to refute it.
